MR contrast agents: an overview.
In this article an overview of current and potential MR contrast agents is given. The mechanism of action of contrast agents and their relationship to both T1 and T2 relaxation are explored. Both paramagnetic and superparamagnetic substances are considered. Various physical states of these materials, including small ionic, lipophilic, and macromolecular forms are explored as possible contrast agents. Several clinical examples are given and speculation is made about the future potential of MR contrast agents.